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The U.N. Convention on Contracts for the International Sale of Goods will
come into force on January 1, 1988. Italy, the People’s Republic of China, and
the United States deposited instruments of ratification with the U.N. Secretary
General on December 11, 1986. These three countries join eight states that were
already parties to the Convention: Argentina, Egypt, France, Hungary, Lesotho,
Syria, Yugoslavia, and Zambia. Now that the Convention will come into force
knowledgeable observers confidently expect that other important trading partners
of the United States will become parties to the Sales Convention.!

For readers who wish to learn more about the Convention I have prepared the
following bibliography.2 It collects English-language commentaries on the Sales
Convention, together with an incomplete listing of non-English materials set out
at the end. The most useful, longer introduction to the Convention is J. HONNoOLD,
UNiFoRM LAw FOR INTERNATIONAL SALES UNDER THE 1980 UNITED NATIONS
ConvENTION (1982), which includes the essential texts in its appendices. Of the
shorter introductions, see Winship, New Rules for International Sales, 68 A.B.A.J.
1230-1234 (1982), and Winship, International Sales Contracts Under the 1980
Vienna Convention, 17 U.C.C. L.J. 55-71 (1984). The International Lawyer pub-
lished a symposium on the Convention at 18 INT’L Law. 3-56 (1984). Any serious
study of the Convention will require access to the official records of the 1980
diplomatic conference in Vienna at which the text of the Convention was adopted.3

*Member, State Bar of Texas; Professor of Law, Southern Methodist University.

+The bibliography is current as of January 15, 1987.

1. Up-to-date information about countries that have ratified the Convention may be ob-
tained from the Treaty Section of the Office of Legal Affairs, United Nations (tel. [212] 754-
7958/5048).

2. For relevant materials published before 1980, see the bibliography printed in 27 Am.
J. Comp. L. 345-352 (1979).

3. The official records of the 1980 Vienna conference may be purchased (Sales No. '
E.82.V.5) from United Nations Publications, Room GA-32, United Nations, New York, N.Y.
10017. The published volume of the official records states that the sales number is E.81.1V.3;
this number is incorrect as it has been superseded by the number cited above.
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CONVENTION TEXT

1. Official Text. The official text appears in Annex I of the Final Act of the 1980
Vienna conference (U.N. Doc. A/CONF.97/19 (1980)). The Convention text in
the six official United Nations languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Rus-
sian, and Spanish) has been printed and is available from the Treaty Section of
the Office of Legal Affairs at the United Nations headquarters in New York. The
text also appears in the official records of the Vienna conference: UNITED Na-
TIONS CONFERENCE ON CONTRACTS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL SALE OF GOODS—
OFfriciAL Recorps 178-190 (1981). The U.S. Department of State has published
the U.N.-certified English text in 52 FEDERAL REGISTER 6264-2, 1987).4

2. German Text. German-speaking countries have agreed upon a uniform Ger-
man translation of the Convention text. This translation is reprinted in a textual
appendix accompanying Swiss INSTITUTE OF COMPARATIVE Law, WIENER
UBEREINKOMMEN VON 1980 UBer DEN INTERNATIONALEN WARENKAUF: Lau-
SANNER KorLoQuium VoM 19. Unp 20. NoveMBER 1984 (Zirich: Schulthess
Polygraphischer Verlag, 1985) and at the end of P. DorALT ed., Das UNCITRAL-
KAUFRECHT IM VERGLEICH ZuM OSTERREICHISCHEN RECHT (Vienna: Manzsche
Verlags und Universititsbuchhandlung, 1985).

3. Unofficial English Text. The English text is reprinted unofficially in the
following sources: [1980] XI Y.B. UNCITRAL 151-164; U.S. SENATE TREATY
Doc. No. 98-9, 98th Cong., st Sess. 22-43 (1983); 19 INT’L LEGAL MATERIALS
668-699 (1980).

The English text is also reprinted in appendices to the following books and
articles: C.-J. CHENG ed., Basic DOCUMENTS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAw
108-135 (Dordrecht: Martinus Nijhoff, 1986); J. HoNnNoLD, UNIFORM LAwW FOR
INTERNATIONAL SALES UNDER THE 1980 UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION (Bos-
ton: Kluwer, 1982); N. HorN & C. ScHMITTHOFF eds., THE TRANSNATIONAL
Law oF INTERNATIONAL CoMMERCIAL TRANsAcTIONS (Boston: Kluwer, 1982);
P. ScHLECHTRIEM, UNIFORM SALES LAw: THE UN-CONVENTION ON CONTRACTS
FOR THE INTERNATIONAL SALE ofF Goobs (Vienna: Manzsche Verlags und Univ-
ersitidtsbuchhandlung, 1986); P. SCHLECHTRIEM, EINHEITLICHES UN-KAUFRECHT
(Tiibingen: J.C.B. Mohr, 1981); Azcuna, The Vienna Sales Convention, 28 ATENEO
L.J. 30 (1983); Date-Bah, The United Nations Convention on Contracts for the
International Sale of Goods, 1980: Overview and Selective Commentary, 11 REv.
GHANAIAN L. 50 (1979).

The French text is also reprinted in the following sources: P. SCHLECHTRIEM,
EINHEITLICHES UN-KAurrecHT (Tiibingen: J.C.B. Mohr, 1981); appendix ac-
companying Swiss INSTITUTE oF COMPARATIVE Law, WIENER UBEREINKOM-
MEN VON 1980 UBER DEN INTERNATIONALEN WARENKAUF: LAUSANNER KoL-
LoQuiuM Vowm 19. Unp 20. NoveMBEeR 1984 (Ziirich: Schulthess Polygraphischer
Verlag, 1985); appendix to LEsS VENTES INTERNATIONALES DE MARCHANDISES,
ProBLEMES JURIDIQUES D’ ActuaLITE (Paris: Economica, 1981).

4. The Department of State’s Introductory Note to this text is published at 52 Fed. Reg.
6262-63 (Mar. 2, 1987) as corrected by id. at 7737 (Mar. 12, 1987).
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